
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 6, 2022 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
 

NOTE: We are planning for a Re-opening to In-Person 

Worship (for both the 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. services) on 

Sunday, February 20th, but we are continuing to monitor the 

Covid-19 situation carefully.   

 

We will continue to live-stream our 10:00 a.m. Service on our 

Youtube Channel. 

 
 

http://www.stmatthew.ca/YouTube
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Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

10:00 a.m. Ante-Communion (BAS) 

ST. MATTHEW THE APOSTLE - ORIOLE ANGLICAN CHURCH 

We welcome you today to St. Matthew the Apostle, Oriole Anglican Church.   

We follow the Order of Service in the Book of Alternative Services. 

 

Territorial Acknowledgment 

The land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and 

Anishinabek Nations, and the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation. This territory was the subject 

of the Dish-With-One-Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement between the Iroquois 

Confederacy and the Ojibwe and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the resources around 

the Great Lakes. This territory is also covered by the Toronto Purchase. Today, Toronto is home to many 

Indigenous people from across Turtle Island. We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous 

peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory 

and work in this community, and we commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous 

Peoples. 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Prelude:  "Recit de Cornet" .................................................................................................................... François Couperin   

Sentence: 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord. Those who follow me  

                       will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.              John 8.12 

Hymn 1 “Holy, holy, holy” ..................................................................................................................................................... NICEA 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee: 

holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns  

around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

though our sinful human gaze thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name  

in earth and sky and sea; 

holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
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The Greeting 

Celebrant:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Almighty God,  

All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Glory to God  

Celebrant:   Glory to God in the highest,  

All: and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Merciful Lord, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from 

all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

First Lesson: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the 

hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: 

with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they 

flew. And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole 

earth is full of his glory." The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who 

called, and the house filled with smoke. And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the 

Lord of hosts!" Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 

from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that 

this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out." Then I heard 

the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here 

am I; send me!" And he said, "Go and say to this people: 'Keep listening, but do not 

comprehend; keep looking, but do not understand.' Make the mind of this people dull, and 

stop their ears, and shut their eyes, so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with 

their ears, and comprehend with their minds, and turn and be healed." Then I said, "How 

long, O Lord?" And he said: "Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without 

people, and the land is utterly desolate; until the Lord sends everyone far away, and vast is 

the emptiness in the midst of the land. Even if a tenth part remain in it, it will be burned 

again, like a terebinth or an oak whose stump remains standing when it is felled." The holy 

seed is its stump.                                          (Isaiah 6:1-13) 
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Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 138    Chant: George Black ................................................................................................................................... p. 895 

Refrain: O Lord, you will make good your purpose for me. 

 

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 

before the gods I will sing your praise. 

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 

because of your love and faithfulness; Refrain 

 

for you have glorified your name 

and your word above all things. 

When I called, you answered me; 

you increased my strength within me. Refrain 

 

All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 

when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 

that great is the glory of the Lord. Refrain. 

 

Though you are high, you care for the lowly; (1) 

you perceive the haughty from afar. (2) 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; (1) 

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; (2) 

your mighty hand shall save me. (2) 

O Lord, you will make good your purpose for me; (3) 

your love endures for ever; (3) 

do not abandon the works of your hands. (4) Refrain 

Second Lesson: A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 

which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, 

if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you unless you have come to believe 

in vain. For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 

died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, 

then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one 

time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then 

to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the 

least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On 

the contrary, I worked harder than any of them - though it was not I, but the grace of God 

that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 

believe.                   (1 Corinthians. 15:1-11) 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn 455 “Dear God, compassionate and kind” .................................................................................... REPTON 

Dear God, compassionate and kind, 

forgive our foolish ways. 

Reclothe us in our rightful mind, 

in purer lives thy service find, 

in deeper reverence, praise. 

 

In simple trust like theirs who heard, 

beside the Syrian sea, 

the gracious calling of the Lord, 

let us, like them, without a word, 

rise up and follow thee! 

 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 

O calm of hills above, 

where Jesus knelt to share with thee 

the silence of eternity 

interpreted by love! 

 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

till all our strivings cease; 

take from our souls the strain and stress, 

and let our ordered lives confess 

the beauty of thy peace. 

 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

thy coolness and thy balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 

O still, small voice of calm. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 

Archdeacon:   The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

Archdeacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All:  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in 

on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the 

fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, 

the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he 

sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to 

Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch." Simon answered, 

"Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let 

down the nets." When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were 

beginning to break. So they signalled their partners in the other boat to come and help 

them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon 
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Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 

man!" For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had 

taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people." 

When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.               

(Luke 5:1-11) 

Archdeacon: The Gospel of Christ. 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Homily: The Rev. Sherri Golisky 

The Nicene Creed  

Celebrant: Let us confess our faith, as we say,  

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 

Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son 

he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in 

one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (as announced) 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

Doxology 

Celebrant: Glory to God,  

All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory 

to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

Recessional 527 “How firm a foundation” ................................................................................................................ ST. DENIO 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in His excellent word! 
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What more can He say than to you he hath said, 

to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee,  

and cause thee to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.” 

 

 

When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 

for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 

and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

 

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 

the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

 

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 

I will not─I will not desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, [\ 

I’ll never─no, never─no, never forsake!” 

DISMISSAL  

Archdeacon: Go in peace loving and serving the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude: “Offertoire sur les grands jeux” ........................................................................................... François Couperin 

 

 
Liturgical texts:  

Liturgical texts: Copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced under license from 

ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library. 

Further copying is prohibited.  

Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved. Text and music for the hymns are in the public domain, except: David Hurd New Plainsong Mass © 1985, GIA Publications, 

Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A718357 

 

 

ASSISTING TODAY  

  Reader: Sylvia Sutherland 

 Intercessor:  Prayers of the people prepared by Clifford Wong and led by Sylvia Sutherland 

 

 

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fOneLicense.net&c=E,1,qJHUwWW4iSlg3_lnXhoby5JgqGfwv5cthZ4lu4q3i3yuRseg2U6TRoo1NfD4XtLd5yZGWKPAFu_xbOXUJ7s1Fso281JzrObVnBa_qcV4JqPQBDtzozz_wvaQ8A,,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
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CYCLE OF PRAYER 

World:      The Church of Ireland 

ACC*:  The Rt. Rev. John Watton, Bishop, and the people  

and clergy of the Diocese of Central Newfoundland 

Diocese: Bishop’s Committee on Interfaith Ministry 

Deanery: The Sisterhood of St. John the Divine and their spiritual care ministry  

at St. John’s Rehab Hospital 

Parish: Families of Cleverdon, Couchman & Creighton 

*Anglican Church of Canada 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings ~ Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

                                          Jeremiah 17:5-10                             Psalm 1 

                                      1 Corinthians 15:12-20                   Luke 6:17-26 

 

 

 

 

 .................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

Isaiah 6:1-13 

 

The core of the material associated with the first Isaiah, the eighth century BCE Isaiah of Jerusalem, 

appears in the opening twelve chapters of the book named for him.  At the heart of this collection of 

oracles and narratives stands the account of Isaiah's calling by God. The text tells us the event occurred 

in the year King Uzziah died. His reign had been long, 52 years. He became co-regent with his father at 

age 16, and during the last portion of his rule, while suffering from leprosy, his son Jotham ruled with 

him. It had been a time of comparative stability, prosperity, and as the call of Isaiah suggests, 

complacency (vv.9-10).  The narrative takes the form known as a call narrative: an individual becomes 

aware of God's presence and an angelic figure speaks or interacts with the person announcing God's 

need for someone to do a task. The individual objects because they are not adequate, and they are 

given a sign as an assurance God will be with them.  In Isaiah's case, his “unclean lips” are seared with a 

hot coal, which suggests that his prophetic speeches may have been uttered through great disability. 

The great song sung by the mysterious angelic figures as they flew about in God's presence in the 

Temple has become part of synagogue and Christian worship, forming the opening words of the 

Sanctus hymn, “Holy, Holy, Holy” during the eucharistic prayer. 
            [Dr. Walter Deller/2022] 

                
 .................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Congratulations, St. Matthew! 

Our Faithworks total for 2021 was $7,164.48!  

 

We successfully met and succeeded our parish goal of $5500 that was set by 

the Bishop as part of the 25th Anniversary of Faithworks.   

 

Thank you to all who gave so generously to this important campaign and its 

support of vital ministries throughout the Diocese.   

 

NOTE: "A generous donor has offered a $100,000 matching challenge grant 

for all new and increased donations.  That means for every dollar raised over 

last year’s amount, by an individual or parish, FaithWorks receives an extra 

dollar.  We encourage you to make a special effort this year – doing a little 

more can make twice the difference."  

 

This means our increase in givings was doubled! 
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PARISH AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Annual Vestry Meeting 

Mark the Date and Time! 

 

Sunday February 27th at 2:00 p.m. 

by zoom. 

Please keep your eyes on this spot for the Zoom link. 

 

FIRESIDE FRIDAYS  ~ Join us as we gather around the (virtual) fire!  Five Friday evenings, from 8:00 - 

8:30 pm..  We'll sit by the fire for some prayer, story, and song, and end our weeks with a moment of 

peace. Here is the Zoom link and login information: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85843431535?pwd=dDM2UEJXVnhYc29OMlRrSkNqU040UT09  

Meeting ID: 858 4343 1535. Passcode: 176218  647 558 0588 

MESSY CHURCH ~ Mardi Gras!  Saturday February 26th at 11:00 a.m. Zoom details to come.  All kids 

welcome.  To receive the materials and snack, let us know by Tuesday. February 22nd email 

office@stmatthew.ca  

TRAVEL ADVENTURE SERIES - The first in Winter/Spring, 2022 series, will be on Thursday, February 

24th at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. “Southern Africa – Namibia, Botswana, and Zimbabwe” will be 

presented by Bruce and Bonnie LaRue.  In future series, we’ll see and hear from the many members who 

have travelled to almost every corner of the world! All are welcome to attend! Stay tuned for the ZOOM 

link.  

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (Zoom) - "The Gospel of John."   Wednesday mornings at 

10:00 a.m. Let Reverend Sherri know if you'd like to join!  All are welcome. 

YOUNGER ADULTS SMALL GROUP GATHERING: ~ Thursday February 17th at 7 p.m. Zoom link to 

follow. 

COVID-19 Booster ~ To schedule your booster dose appointment you can go to the COVID-19 

vaccination portal, or call the Provincial Vaccine Contact Centre, or through Indigenous-led vaccination 

clinics, select pharmacies and primary care settings. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: ~ If there are people for whom the parish should be praying, please e-mail 

Archdeacon Kyn (kyn_barker@stmatthew.ca) or leave a message at 416-494-7020 Ext. 3. 

PASTORAL CARE: ~ If in need of pastoral support, please contact Reverend Sherri priest-

stmatthewtheapostleoriole@toronto.anglican.ca, or by phone at 416-494-7020 ext. 2. In case of pastoral 

emergencies, please call (416) 880 – 4211. 

 

 

UPDATE: The Reverse Advent Calendar Food drive. Oriole Foodspace reports that St Matthews donated 

315 lbs of food. Thank you for your generosity for helping those in need. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85843431535?pwd=dDM2UEJXVnhYc29OMlRrSkNqU040UT09
tel:+16475580588
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fu22040672.ct.sendgrid.net%2fls%2fclick%3fupn%3dnW6WfPO4Bjg1VsnalDVryTjPIRb1zGIFx9X4HvFx0eWSCfgQhfWR7dcAA0YTumuDyoZ-2BxaCOswdaqP-2Fnlpicb75dQLS892mHJEGwOOz0oYVUEUXB9KYIWkzpGpViFdUC1VH8LMQoth7VNYCpySm5JcB9xAQ002J-2BxXBo5OqjDiZinpgI8b5gu2lQ-2F70OxPHNdU68LZi1Whqv1av3U1kiWV2CijiqNWbDObPzMPmHc8PLJ-2BtW9n4PFaoUkoTDNfg8CNaCJmF2KvTPxjCokAjYPQ-3D-3DChf0_zLRY0tuVU8YSdYr8Gh2uC476-2BFmkoo25M7pO47JWubUfQNkMIG0bD35JcghGis3y49N76jtC32O-2F4m-2F3ef7Y4joEnUBTN3ivo6Z4JWEQkL2r-2F4-2Fuu1-2B6T6N4EwuHVMw7hsEMK8IJs-2BwEP2IDa3Nrk0lXD7JDMtRtWzXDw2104QNoWt5EehD-2FqFZGq9l8JagtoQsy-2B15a6d16MZYb82to4iu8H5rsr-2Fa4u-2BOVmxyYKoU-3D&c=E,1,vZoc7i8M91c_JrnZ_P0vYe3v5Lur4h_DN6i16MaBXpq4PrxZlPCuT8-E17yQ7-TM3SRE2QXLAPGkwXpfuwXcp9w0J7gFksCiJMWnNGrJnx9Gf4-vSEm1ncsKNw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fu22040672.ct.sendgrid.net%2fls%2fclick%3fupn%3dnW6WfPO4Bjg1VsnalDVryTjPIRb1zGIFx9X4HvFx0eWSCfgQhfWR7dcAA0YTumuDyoZ-2BxaCOswdaqP-2Fnlpicb75dQLS892mHJEGwOOz0oYVUEUXB9KYIWkzpGpViFdUC1VH8LMQoth7VNYCpySm5JcB9xAQ002J-2BxXBo5OqjDiZinpgI8b5gu2lQ-2F70OxPHNdU68LZi1Whqv1av3U1kiWV2CijiqNWbDObPzMPmHc8PLJ-2BtW9n4PFaoUkoTDNfg8CNaCJmF2KvTPxjCokAjYPQ-3D-3DChf0_zLRY0tuVU8YSdYr8Gh2uC476-2BFmkoo25M7pO47JWubUfQNkMIG0bD35JcghGis3y49N76jtC32O-2F4m-2F3ef7Y4joEnUBTN3ivo6Z4JWEQkL2r-2F4-2Fuu1-2B6T6N4EwuHVMw7hsEMK8IJs-2BwEP2IDa3Nrk0lXD7JDMtRtWzXDw2104QNoWt5EehD-2FqFZGq9l8JagtoQsy-2B15a6d16MZYb82to4iu8H5rsr-2Fa4u-2BOVmxyYKoU-3D&c=E,1,vZoc7i8M91c_JrnZ_P0vYe3v5Lur4h_DN6i16MaBXpq4PrxZlPCuT8-E17yQ7-TM3SRE2QXLAPGkwXpfuwXcp9w0J7gFksCiJMWnNGrJnx9Gf4-vSEm1ncsKNw,,&typo=1
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/vaccine-locations
file:///C:/Users/donna/Desktop/stmatthewtheapostleoriole@toronto.anglican.ca
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St. Matthew The Apostle Oriole’s Anti-Racism Committee Celebrates Black History Month 

 

Black History Month is here, and to honour the contributions and achievements of Black Canadians, the Anti-

Racism Committee will be sharing a piece of Black History each week. We look forward to sharing these stories 

with you throughout the month of February. 

 

Little Jamaica, The Black History of Eglinton West 

 

 
 (https://muralroutes.ca/mural/reggae-lane/) 

 

Little Jamaica is a community that stretches from Keele Street to Allen Road, along Eglinton Ave West, 

it is a neighbourhood, with a history of immigration starting from the early days of our city. It is a 

community rich in culture and diversity and it is also one rich in history and particularly Black History. 

Settlement of the area, which is the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, dates back to 

the early 19th century, known then as a part of York Township.  

 

 
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontohistory/5456093731/in/album-72157626082166430/) 

 

By the 1860s the area became the chosen home for Black people fleeing slavery in the United States, and 

https://muralroutes.ca/mural/reggae-lane/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/torontohistory/5456093731/in/album-72157626082166430/
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not only did it become one of first Black communities in the city but it was also one of the first in 

Canada. Intensified development of the area began after World War I with the construction of 

businesses, residences, and the further development of Eglinton Ave, along with the immigration of 

Jewish and Italian communities. 

 

 
(https://digitalarchive.tpl.ca/objects/207873/a-familys-reunited-at-last-three-wideeyed-jamaican-childr) 

 

In the mid 20th century, the neighbourhood saw an increase of immigrants from the Caribbean, starting 

in 1955 with Canada’s West Indian Domestic Scheme. This program saw approximately 3,000 single 

young women from the Caribbean, immigrate to Canada to work as domestic labourers. Many of these 

women came to Toronto and made Eglinton West their home. Later in the 1960s changes were made to 

Canada’s Immigration Act, these changes included removing discriminatory restrictions, which 

allowed non-white people to immigrate to Canada; and adding the Family Reunification clause. During 

this time many Jamaicans, and immigrants from other parts of the Caribbean, moved into the 

neighbourhood looking to build a new life in Canada. 

 

  
(https://www.thefader.com/2016/04/27/little-jamaica-toronto-photographer-jon-blak) 

 

The impact of Jamaican and Caribbean immigrants, on Little Jamaica, is a defining characteristic of the 

neighbourhood, not only in its namesake but through arts, food, culture, and music. In Little Jamaica 

https://digitalarchive.tpl.ca/objects/207873/a-familys-reunited-at-last-three-wideeyed-jamaican-childr
https://www.thefader.com/2016/04/27/little-jamaica-toronto-photographer-jon-blak
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immigrants became entrepreneurs, business owners, educators, and artists. For generations the 

neighbourhood has been a hub of immigration, welcoming a diverse group of peoples who have added 

a vibrant mix of cultures but the strong connection to Jamaica and the Caribbean remains. It is a 

neighbourhood where Torontonians can get a taste of the Caribbean, and for some of us it will always 

be home away from home. Today Eglinton West has one of the largest enclaves of the Jamaican 

Diaspora in the world.  

 

 
(https://www.soulofamerica.com/international/toronto/little-jamaica/) 

 

In recent years the neighborhood has faced many challenges including the economic impacts due to the 

LRT Crosstown construction; gentrification, which has been driving long-time residents and business 

owners out of the neighbourhood, and most recently COVID-19. In April of 2021 the City of Toronto 

designated the community of Little Jamaica as a “heritage district understudy” to protect the culture 

and history of the neighbourhood. The history of Little Jamaica is one that we all share, it is a history of 

immigrants, it is Toronto’s history, it is Canada’s history, and it is Black History. The neighbourhood 

remains hopeful for the future, with support from the city, politicians, and friends of the community, 

who all seek to work together preserve one of Toronto’s most beloved neighbourhoods. 

 

Sources:  
The Little Jamaica 
https://thelittlejamaica.com/  

“The History of Little Jamaica”, Old Toronto Series:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrcK35Z3J4c 

Eglinton West: Little Jamaica 

https://www.heritagetoronto.org/explore-learn/little-jamaica-toronto-history/ 

West Indian Domestic Scheme (1955–1967) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/parks-canada/news/2020/07/west-indian-domestic-scheme-19551967.html  

Little Jamaica 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Jamaica 
 

 

https://www.soulofamerica.com/international/toronto/little-jamaica/
https://thelittlejamaica.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrcK35Z3J4c
https://www.heritagetoronto.org/explore-learn/little-jamaica-toronto-history/
https://www.canada.ca/en/parks-canada/news/2020/07/west-indian-domestic-scheme-19551967.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Jamaica
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PRIEST-IN-CHARGE CONTACT INFORMATION 

You may reach the Rev. Sherri by email at  

priest-stmatthewtheapostleoriole@toronto.anglican.ca , or by phone at 416-494-7020 ext. 2.   She 

is in the office Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  Sherri’s day off is Monday.  In case of pastoral 

emergencies, please call (416) 880 – 4211.   

  

CHURCH ASSISTANT’S OFFICE HOURS   

Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Friday:  12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  

 

NOTE: The office is open to visitors by appointment only.  

Please email the office@stmatthew.ca to make an appointment. 

 

 

Parish Officers 

Rector’s Warden Valerie Seales 416-490-0943 

Peoples’ Warden Steve O’Keefe 416-491-2140 

Deputy Wardens Norma Walker Roberts 905-428-1581 

 Margaret Allen 416-291-5262 

Office/Rentals Donna Lam 416-494-7020 

Treasurer/Bookkeeper Sandra Lumb 416-494-7020 

Sidespeople   8:00 Trevor Evans 416-224-0255 

                       10:00 Valerie Seales 416-490-0943 

  Music Director/Organist David Braund 905-770-7189 

  Envelope Secretary Sandra Lumb 416-494-7020 

Synod Representative Steve O’Keefe 416-491-2140 

Alternative Synod Member Delores Lawrence 416-754-0700 

Church School TBD   

Nursery Diane Wilton 416-498-7921 

Altar Guild Chair Gwynne Barker 416-447-3604 

Flowers Minoli Gunawardana 416-991-9549 

Growing Healthy Stewards Chair Delores Lawrence 416-457-5003 

Social Justice & Outreach Anne Creighton 416-573-5804  

Hospitality Valerie Seales 416-490-0943 

 Margaret Allen 416-291-5262 

 

mailto:priest-stmatthewtheapostleoriole@toronto.anglican.ca

