1

“To Seek and Serve
Christ in all persons”

Priest and Pastor: The Rev. Sherri Golisky
Archdeacon: The Venerable Kyn Barker
Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Canon John Wilton
Music Director & Organist: Mr. David Braund
Lay Anointer: Mr. Clifford Wong
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Christmas Eve
December 24, 2021

Holy Communion
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Prelude: “The shepherds at the manger” ...............................................(In dulci jubilo) Franz Liszt
Choir: “How far is it to Bethlehem?” ...... English Carol arranged by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Sentence
I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people;
for to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.
(Luke 2.10–11)
Hymn 118 (v 1-5) “O come, all ye faithful” ........................................................................ADESTE FIDELES
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem:
come and behold him, born the king of angels;

O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
God of God, Light of Light,
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;
very God, begotten not created:

Refrain
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God in the highest:

Refrain
See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;

Refrain
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Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:

Refrain
The Greeting
Celebrant: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
All:

And also with you

Celebrant: Almighty God,
All:

to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis
Choir:
Glory to God in the highest,
All:
and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God
and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy
One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
COLLECT OF THE DAY (please remain standing)
Celebrant: Let us Pray. (silence is taken)
Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light.
As we have known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to see the
splendour of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
Reader:

A reading from the Book of Isaiah

Reader:
People:

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in
a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined. You have multiplied the
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken
as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he
is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the
Lord of hosts will do this.
(Isaiah 9:2-7)
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96 ........................................................................................................................ Chant: George Black
Refrain: “All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God”
SECOND LESSON
Reader:

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and
the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it
is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify
for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Reader:
All:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.
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(Titus 2:11-14)

Gradual Hymn: 136 “While shepherds watched” ....................................................... WINCHESTER OLD
While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
the angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around.
'Fear not,' said he, for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind;
'Glad tidings of great joy I bring
to you, all human kind.
'To you, in David's town, this day
is born of David's line
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord,
and this shall be the sign:
'The heavenly babe you there shall find
to human view displayed,
all meanly wrapped in swaddling bands,
and in a manger laid.'
Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith
appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song:
'All glory be to God on high,
and to the world be peace,
good will henceforth from heaven to earth
begin, and never cease!'
The Holy Gospel
Archdeacon: The Lord be with you.
All:
And also with you.
Archdeacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
All:
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Celebrant: In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
he favours!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
(Luke: 2:1-20)
Archdeacon: The Gospel of Christ.
All:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Homily:

The Rev. Sherri Golisky

Nicene Creed
Celebrant: Let us confess our faith as we say
All:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
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salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped
and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People as announced
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; God
welcomes sinners and invites us to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident
in God’s forgiveness.
(silence).
Most merciful God,
All:
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.
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At this time, the Diocese of Toronto protocol around COVID-19 asks that
we share smiles and waves only and please remain in your place.

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS
Offertory Hymn: Hymn 121 “O Little town of Bethlehem” ........................................... FOREST GREEN
descant by Thomas Armstrong
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all the earth.
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given
as love imparts to human hearts the blessings of God’s heaven!
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin
where meek souls will receive him,
still the dear Christ enters in.
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel.
Prayer over the Gifts (please stand)
Celebrant: Source of light and gladness, accept all we offer on this joyful feast. May we
grow up in him who unites our lives to yours; for he is Lord now and forever.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
All:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
All:
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the mystery of his incarnation
was made perfect man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we
have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. Therefore with all the angels
of heaven, we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the
glory of your name.
All:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant: We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made
known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be
the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the
night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the
cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” Therefore, Father, according to his command,
All:
we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his
coming in glory;
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Celebrant: and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you,
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the
sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make
them new, and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your
children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, and with whom, and
in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty
Father, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray
All:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and for ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world
All:
God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.
All:
Thanks be to God.
Communion Hymn: 126 “Away in a manger” .................................................................. CRADLE SONG
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
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Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
and take us to heaven to live with you there.
Spiritual Communion Prayer (for those worshipping from home):
Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and
wine. I love you and I desire your presence afresh in my life. Since I cannot now
receive the bread and wine of the altar, come spiritually into my heart. I
embrace you and unite myself to you; never let me be separated from
you. Amen. (Based on a prayer by St. Alphonsus Maria de’ Liguori)
Motet: “Lullay my Liking”........................................................................................................ Gustav Holst
Emma Braund, solo
Prayer after Communion (please stand)
Celebrant: Father of all, tonight you have united earth and heaven in sending your Son to
take our human nature. May we who have tasted heavenly things share in the
life of his eternal kingdom. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Doxology
Celebrant: Glory to God,
All:
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and
in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.
Hymn 119 “Silent night! Holy night! ..................................................................... STILLE NACHT
homage to Francis Jackson
Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar,
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heavenly hosts sing alleluia,
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born.
Silent night! Holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
The Blessing of the Christmas Crib
Celebrant:
We pray you, Lord, to purify our hearts,
All:
that they may be worthy to become your dwelling place.
Celebrant:
Let us never fail to find room for you,
All:
but come and abide in us, that we also may abide in you.
Celebrant:
For as at this time
All:
you were born into the world for us.
Celebrant:
Dear friends, as we celebrate the birth of Christ, let us pray that God
will bless this crib, that all who worship at the manger, may come to
share his life in glory. God our Creator, on this night your Son Jesus
Christ was born of the Virgin Mary for us and for our salvation: bless
this crib, which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; may
all who see it be strengthened in faith and receive the fullness of life
he came to bring, who is alive and reigns for ever. Amen.
BLESSING
Celebrant: Celebrant: May the God of infinite goodness scatter the darkness of sin and
brighten your hearts with holiness; and the blessing of God almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Recessional Hymn: 138 “Hark! The herald angels sing” .............................................. MENDELSSOHN
descant by Sir David Willcocks
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King,
peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
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join the triumph of the skies;
with th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”
Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail, th’incarnate deity,
pleased as one of us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”
Dismissal
Archdeacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Postlude: “In dulci jubilo” .............................................................................................................. J. S. Bach
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Liturgical texts:
Service: New Plainsong Mass David Hurd
Copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced under license from ABC
Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical
Library. Further copying is prohibited.
Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
Text and music for the hymns are in the public domain. © 1928, Oxford University Press David Hurd New Plainsong Mass © 1985,
GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A718357.
*Source: Lighting of the advent wreath: Rev. Teri Peterson, Liturgylink.net

Next Sunday’s Readings ~ First Sunday after Christmas

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148

Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52
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...................................................................................................................................................................................
Isaiah 9:2-7
The birth and naming of children play an important role at the heart of the material most
strongly associated with First Isaiah, also known as Isaiah of Jerusalem (chs.1-12). In
chapter 7 Isaiah challenges the fearful King Ahaz to trust in God in the midst of the threat
of the Syro-Ephraimite war coalition (735 BCE). Isaiah points to a young woman in court
and says. “See, this young woman is pregnant, and her child shall be called Immanuel, God
with Us; and by the time the child is able to know how to choose good over evil, the kings
who threaten you will be conquered and their lands deserted.” In chapter 8, Isaiah himself
fathers a child by a woman prophet (some scholars argue she was Isaiah's spouse) and the
child is given another symbolic name, Maher-shalal-hashbaz, which means “Spoil speeds,
Prey hastens” as a prediction of the coming judgement of God through the invading
Assyrian army. And in chapter 9, Isaiah speaks again of the coming birth of a child. In the
midst of the darkness and destruction of a violent world, he sings of the promise of a new
ruler for the Davidic line who will bring peace, justice and right-dealing. Isaiah may have
been speaking of the birth of Hezekiah, Ahaz's son, but from early times Christians have
understood this also to be speaking about the coming of another child into a dark violent
world, Jesus, the Prince of Peace in whom all God's longed-for promises are fulfilled in our
midst.
[Dr. Walter Deller/2021)
...................................................................................................................................................................................
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THE CHRISTMAS GREENERY AND PLANTS
are given to the glory of God and
The Barker Family

In memory of Jack and Elva
Edmiston and Grant Edmiston

Couchman

In memory of loved ones

Lu Dai

In memory of loved ones

The Huk Danelesko family

In memory of loved ones

Veronica Edwards-Williams

In loving memory

Vivienne Fetherston

In loving memory of my mother
Gertrude Rose Smith

Leslie Huether

In loving memory of Frances and
Stanley Webb

Donna Lam, Diana Ewert-Lam, Philip,
Rebekah and Matthew Lam

In loving memory of Barbara and
Alfred Lam, Gertrude and Arthur
Van Ryck deGroot,
and Eunice and Neville Luck

Margaret and David McQuiston and Family

In memory of Tom and Ella
McQuiston

Paula and Gord Mount

In memory of loved ones

Steve and Jane O’Keefe

In memory of our parents and
brother-in-law Bill

Ann Padmore

In memory of Winnie Padmore

Val and Elan Seales

In loving memory of Colville &
Muriel Seales and Cecil &
Evangeline Williams, parents of
Elan and Val Seales
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THE CHRISTMAS GREENERY AND PLANTS
are given to the glory of God and
Sylvia Sutherland

In thanksgiving and in memory of
Gladys and Samuel Thomas

Cecile Weil and Family

In memory of Eric and Mavis
Spence and Karl and Ella Weil

Diane and John Wilton

In memory of Donald and Margaret
Everett, Robert Everett & Norrrine
Wilton

Reverse Advent Calendar
All that has been collected for the Oriole Foodspace during the
“Reverse Advent Calendar” food drive will be taken over to Oriole on
January 9,2021.
Items can still be dropped off on January 12.
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PRIEST-IN-CHARGE CONTACT INFORMATION
You may reach the Rev. Sherri by email at
priest-stmatthewtheapostleoriole@toronto.anglican.ca , or by phone at 416-494-7020
ext. 2. She is in the office Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Sherri’s day off is
Monday. In case of pastoral emergencies, please call (416) 880 – 4211.
CHURCH ASSISTANT’S OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Friday: 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
NOTE: The office is open to visitors by appointment only.
Please email the office@stmatthew.ca to make an appointment.

Parish Officers
Rector’s Warden
Peoples’ Warden
Deputy Wardens
Office/Rentals
Treasurer/Bookkeeper
Sidespeople 8:00
10:00
Music Director/Organist
Envelope Secretary
Synod Representative
Alternative Synod Member
Church School
Nursery
Altar Guild Chair
Flowers
Growing Healthy Stewards Chair
Social Justice & Outreach
Hospitality

Valerie Seales
Steve O’Keefe
Norma Walker Roberts
Margaret Allen
Donna Lam
Sandra Lumb
Trevor Evans
Valerie Seales
David Braund
Sandra Lumb
Steve O’Keefe
Delores Lawrence
TBD
Diane Wilton
Gwynne Barker
Minoli Gunawardana
Delores Lawrence
Anne Creighton
Valerie Seales
Margaret
Allen
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416-490-0943
416-491-2140
905-428-1581
416-291-5262
416-494-7020
416-494-7020
416-224-0255
416-490-0943
905-770-7189
416-494-7020
416-491-2140
416-754-0700
416-498-7921
416-447-3604
416-991-9549
416-457-5003
416-573-5804
416-490-0943
416-291-5262

